
JOURNAL OF CULTURAL HERITAGE 
Instructions to Authors

The journal publishes original papers which should
comprise previously unpublished data, interpretation or
syntheses concerning all aspects of science and technology
for cultural heritage. All papers will be reviewed by at least
two referees. Articles which are refused for publication
will be returned to the authors. 

Manuscript submission
Manuscripts should be written in English and organised

in the following manner: 
a. Title 
b. Name(s), affiliations(s) of author(s), the address and

e-mail for each author and an asterisk to indicate the
corresponding author 

c. Abstract (not more than 500 words) 
d. Research aims (this section should describe the object

and the aim of the research in such a way that it may be
understood and appreciated by experts from other
research disciplines related to Cultural Heritage) 

e. Experimental section (this should contain the usual
subsections: introduction, material, methodologies, exper-
imental data and results) 

f. Conclusions (as with the « Research aims » this sec-
tion should be written with the aim of being read and fully
appreciated by experts from other areas of research) 

g. References 
h. Tables with titles 
i. Caption for figures 
j. Figures 
Manuscript must not have been published before, nor

simultaneously submitted for publication elsewhere. To
send us your manuscripts, you must connect to the web
site: http://jch.memexweb.it; click on the left side menu
(the link « authors », if you start from the home page) the
link « new submission »; complete the forms in two steps
(the first for the corresponding author and the other, after
you clicked the « submit » button, for the manuscript) and
submit your work, edited with the following formats: .doc,
(text) .exl (tables), .jpg, (figures); zipped all together in the
same.zip file. We will only accept manuscripts submitted
by our online website. For further information, or if you
have a problem, you can contact us by e-mail: journalch@
tin.it 

Manuscript preparation 
The manuscript should be typed double space, on the

recto side only, with 3.5 cm wide margins. All the pages
must be numbered. Sections headings are numbered
according to the international numbering system (1.; 1.1.;
1.1.1.; etc.). ‘Tables’ with titles and ‘figures’ with captions
should be placed on ‘separate sheets’ at the end of the
manuscript (see below for further details). They should not
be placed in the text, but must be referenced in the text at
the appropriate place. ‘Punctuation’ peculiar to the English
language should be used (semi-colons, colons, question

marks and exclamation marks are never preceded by a
space in English). Abbreviations are punctuated. There is
no space between opening and closing brackets and the
following and preceding words. Small capitals should not
be used, and normal capitals are accented. 

Title page
The title page should contain: the ‘title of the paper’ (this

must be brief but explicit), the ‘forename’ (in full) and
‘surname’ of each author, the ‘authors’ affiliations (com-
plete address, phone and fax numbers, e-mail) with their
‘positions’, and the name of the corresponding author. 

Abstract page 
An ‘abstract’ of about 500 words is required. Five to ten

‘keywords’ should be provided (in small letters and bold
type, separated by slashes). 

Nomenclature 
All the ‘parameters’ cited in the text should be defined,

with units. ‘Greek symbols’, ‘subscripts’ and ‘superscripts’
should be separately identified. Only ‘ISO symbols’ may be
used, always written in italics. ‘SI units’ should be used
throughout; they are always separated from the numerical
value by a space and written in roman: thus ‘g’ or ‘m’ is
always in roman. The symbol for litre is L, minute is min
and so on. We use °C or K for temperatures. As the
Ångstrôm (1Å=10-10 m) does not belong to the SI system,
it should be replaced by the nanometer (1 nm = 10-9 m) or
by the picometer (1 pm = 10-12 m) : 1 Å = 0.1 nm = 100 pm.
Multiple units must be written with negative superscripts
(for example: gh-1 °C-1). 

Equations and numbers 
Equations should be carefully typed. Those that are

referred to in the text [equation (1), for instance] should be
numbered with Arabic numerals enclosed in parentheses
on the right margin. There should not be punctuation at
the end of the equations. Care should be taken to distin-
guish between zero (0) and the letter O, or between the
number one (1) and the letter l (l)), the Roman letter v and
the Greek letter nu (�). ‘Vectors’ and ‘matrices’ should be
written in bold. The decimal logarithm should be written,
log, and the natural logarithm, ln. The abbreviation of exp
(exponential) is the Roman ‘e’. In expressions such as
dx/dt, the letter d (derivative function) is always written in
roman, whereas the physical parameter (x or t) is always
written in italics. Numbers are written as numerals when
they are followed by units, these being represented by their
SI symbols (i.e. 10 %, but, a few percent). In numerals,
each group of three numbers should be separated by a
space (except for dates and postal codes). In English, a
decimal point is used instead of a comma. 

Figures 
All illustrations (graphs, diagrams and photographs)

should be numbered in the text, in italics, using Arabic
numerals in order of appearance. Example: (Fig. 1). If
possible, these should be submitted electronically, in.jpg



format, with sufficient resolution (300 dpi for ‘illustrations’,
600 dpi for ‘line drawings’; these should also be ‘included’
at the end of the text Word file. 

Figures only available on paper should be submitted on
separate sheets (authors’ names and number of figures
should be finely pencilled in blue on reverse of originals). 

Previously published figures cannot be accepted. No illus-
tration will be redrawn; consequently, they must be good
enough to allow direct reproduction. Original drawings on
white paper are required. The same symbols and units must
be used in figures, tables and text. All composite figures
should be mounted together and the parts labelled (a), (b),
(c), etc. Page-size mounting photographs counts as a single
figure. All maps, field sketches and photographs should
include a metric bare scale. Illustrations will be published in
the form of one column 80 mm wide (exceptionally 170 mm
wide for complicated figures). So, ‘lettering’ of the original
illustrations (one figure per A4 page) should be large enough
to be clearly legible when the illustrations are reduced to
one-column format. 

All figures will be normally printed in black and white.
Colour illustrations may be published upon approval of the
Editor-in-Chief. Each figure should be briefly and clearly
described. These ‘Figure captions’ should be presented
together on a separate sheet, at the end of the paper. Remarks
like « For explanation see text » should be avoided. 

Tables 
Each table should be typed, with special care, on a sep-

arate page included at the end of the text file. Captions
must be integrated into the heading of the table which will
comprise horizontal lines. Tables must not be redundant
with figures. They should be numbered consecutively with
Arabic numerals (Table 1 for instance), and must be cited
in the text. 

Case studies 
The vocation of Journal of Cultural Heritage is to

publish theoretical or methodological papers, in which
novelty is presented. If a paper deals with a case study,
only manuscripts of not more than 6/7 pages (refer-
ences included) and not more than 4 figures will be
accepted. The case studies will be reviewed in the usual
fashion. 

References 
References should be limited to the minimum number

necessary for the citation of pertinent material. References
to internal reports, etc. are to be avoided: the statement
‘personal communication’ with publication date in the text
is generally preferable. References should be numbered
with Arabic numerals enclosed in square brackets in the
order they are cited in the text. All entries in the reference
list must correspond to references in the text and 
vice versa, from [1] to [n]. The titles of journals should be
abbreviated according to the standardized rules (cf ‘ISI’,

‘Current Contents’, for instance). Titles for which no
abbreviation is given should be written out in full. The
style and punctuation of the references should follow the
format illustrated in the following examples (please note
that the titles of journals are in roman). 

• Article from a journal (all authors must be mentioned)
[1] J. Eighmy, J. Hathaway, Contemporary archaeomag-

netics results and the accuracy of archaeomagnetic dates,
Geoarchaeology 2 (1987) 49–61. 

• Unpublished thesis. 
[2] J.M. Van Der Molen, Growth control of algae and

cyanobacteria on historical monuments by UV mobile
units, Ph.D. thesis, University of Chicago, USA, 1980. 

• Book or published thesis 
[3] J.S. Mills, R. White, The organic chemistry of museum

objects, Batterworths, London, 1987. 
• Article published in conference proceedings.
[4] N.H. Tennet, K.M. Antonio, Bronze disease: synthe-

sis and characterization of Botallackite, Paratacamite 
and Atacamite by infrared spectroscopy, in: D. Smith, 
R. Reagan (Eds.), Proceedings of ICOM, 6th Triennial
Meeting, Ottawa, September 21–25, Elsevier, New York,
1995, pp. 3–16. 

Proofs 
The corrected proofs must be returned to the publisher

within ‘two days’ after receipt (only minor corrections or
typographical errors will be accepted at this stage).
Otherwise, the paper will be published with in-house
corrections only. 

Reprints 
Twenty-five reprints per contribution will be supplied,

free of charge, to the corresponding author. ‘Additional
reprints’ can be obtained at prices supplied by the publisher.
An order form, sent with the proofs, must be completed
and returned with the corrected proofs. 
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